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Both government and immigrants must work harder on integration

Jul 19th 2007 | BERLIN | from the print edition

WHEN Angela Merkel convened an “integration summit” a year ago minorities applauded.

The new chancellor was rallying government, business and society to bring immigrants
into the mainstream. But when Ms Merkel held a second summit on July 12th the mood

had changed. Four Turkish migrant groups boycotted it to show, as Memet Kilic of the
German Foreigners' Council puts it, that “migrants are not masochists”.

The boycotters are incensed by changes in the immigration law that will make it harder for
foreigners, especially Turks, to come to Germany. Migrants from poor countries joining
spouses in Germany must now pass a language test before arrival. Foreign spouses must

also be at least 18 (to discourage arranged marriages and child brides). To obtain

citizenship young foreigners will now need a job, a place in school or a good excuse for

having neither. This tightens standards that were loosened in the late 1990s. Turks, the
largest migrant group after ethnic Germans from other countries, complain that the

measures are aimed at them. “This means: We don't want you,” says Ozcan Mutlu, a

Green member of Berlin's legislature who represents the Kreuzberg district, home to many

Turks.

Rejection starts young. Children are only ten (or 12 in Berlin) when their high school is

chosen. For nearly half of foreign students it is the Hauptschule, which prepares them for

low-skilled jobs. Only 14% go to a pre-university Gymnasium, compared with a national

average of a third. The drop-out rate for children of immigrant backgrounds is three times

the national average, says Mr Mutlu.

The differences persist in the job market, even between
migrants and German-born citizens with similar education.
Unemployment for foreign-born residents with little schooling

was 20.3% in 2003-04, compared with 15.6% for people born
in Germany, according to the OECD, a Paris-based think-tank.

For those with higher education the gap widens: 12.5% for
foreign-born residents and just 4.4% for native Germans.

Young Turks can make matters worse. Many native Germans

complain that migrants' children do not learn German and are

prone to criminality. Only a third of Turks have become
German citizens, in part because dual citizenship is not
allowed. Many young Turks are more religious than their
parents, fuelling fears of a spread of fundamentalism. A plan
to build a big mosque in Cologne has sparked protests by

right-wing extremists and criticism from leading Catholics and

Jews. There are grumbles that Muslim children dodge sports
and biology classes for religious reasons, though Mr Mutlu
claims that only 68 of Berlin's 70,000 immigrant students did

this. Some 2.5m Turks have gone home since the early 1960s.

Most new legal immigration consists of family reunions.

The idea that Turks, who began arriving nearly 50 years ago,
are an indigestible minority is belied by countless success
stories. But what is astonishing, says Kay Hailbronner, of the
University of Constance, is that, after so much time,
integration “partly didn't happen.”

http://www.economist.com/node/9516720

In this section

Royal jelly

Golden hoards

Sweating in Sarkoland

» The integration dilemma
In search of the 1920s
Linguistic follies

Correction: Zenica
Reprints

Related items

Rebranding Berlin: In
search of the 1920s
Jul 19th 2007

Related topics
Immigration
Government and politics
Angela Merkel

Berlin

Europe

Monday October 22nd 2012 E
Culture Blogs Debate The World in 2013 Multimedia Print edition
Print E-mail
Reprints & permissions
Advertisement
SmartCloud

The Power of Cloud is Driving Bu

---*.“,..._‘- A
-~ ... P E s A
| 1 4|
| Innovate 5 |
- - p
Q s s Saee S 5 e -,
T - - -

- &

IBM on kwitker

<44/ IBMcloud
™ Capacity as commodity: The case for rapid
provisioning http://t.co/N4uAjla2
#ibmcloud (via @ServMgmtConnect)
2 days 2 hours ago

.

Follow IBMCloud

<44/ IBMcloud
* Encryption & key management in the cloud
http://t.co/EhRL8KsmL by @idle_j #security
#thoughtsoncloud

The Power of Cloud: Driving Business Model
Innovation Executive Report

Cloud: The Future of the IT Department
Articles from The Economist
Online software piracy: Head in the clouds

Online storage: Sync or swim

Brain scan: Seer of the mirror world

Most popular

Commented

Recommended

Inequality and the
world economy
True Progressivism

2 Sad South Africa: Cry, the beloved country

3 Nitrogen cycle: Difference Engine: End of the
electric car?

4 US election 2012: States of play

5 Textbooks round the world: It ain’t
necessarily so

6 The second presidential debate: An
aggressive rematch

10/22/2012



Minorities in Germany: The integration dilemma | The Economist

The government's response has been to issue a sort of German dress code. Immigrants

“are welcome, but you also have to get to know our culture,” says Wolfgang Schauble, the

interior minister, who rejects the growth of “parallel societies”. The first integration

summit led to 400 proposals, which were launched at the second with a promise of €750m

($1 billion) a year to pay for them. They include ideas such as expanding language and
culture training and steps to raise employment. But the appeal of such measures is
undone by the changes to the immigration law which, unlike the integration plan, were
adopted without consulting immigrants' representatives. The government is not wrong to
want immigrants to be good Germans. But Germany also needs to be a better host.
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